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system was possible over the sea which made a high-altitude
approach by an enemy aircraft from the north and west
difficult to detect.

The three remaining Blenheim squadrons, Nos. 55, 11 and
30, remained at Ismailia to be operated as required in support
of Collishaw's offensive, using forward landing-grounds.

The Sunderlands of Nos. 228 and 230 Squadrons working
under No. 201 Group from Alexandria had the responsible
task of long-range sea reconnaissance both for anti-submarine
work and to locate any ships of the Italian Fleet which might
venture out into the Eastern Mediterranean. As a precau-
tionary measure they were already on the job.

Bomber transport squadrons Nos. 216 and 70 stood by at
Heliopolis and Helwan respectively to carry whatever was
required: 5OO-pound bombs on offensive night raids or per-
sonnel and equipment to desert landing-grounds.

All these squadrons waited at their various aerodromes for the
whistle to blow and the difficulty was to know the exact moment to
blow it. About midnight on June loth we got the answer from
Mussolini^ and in the early hours of that Tuesday morning,
June nth, "every bomber which could take the air and at least
half the fighter force went off to deal with the I.A.F. and such
concentrated supply dumps as were known to exist.

By the 14th June reports of the results of this initial offensive
had coine in to my headquarters and they showed that Mac-
donald's WeHesleys from the Sudan and Reid*s Blenheims from
Aden had been particularly successful. From the former came
reports of damage to enemy aircraft, hangars and supplies at the
aerodromes of Asmara, Gura and Massawa. From Aden similar
damage at Assab and Diredawa. At Massawa about 800 tons of
petrol went up in flames. From the Western desert Collishaw
reported successful attacks on El Adem airfield as well as on oil
tanks and shipping at TobruL On the frontier at Fort Amseat
an ammunition dump had been blown up*

This was a very promising start, the promptness of our air
attacks within a few hours of Mussolini's declaration of war had
obviously taken the Italians by surprise. Quite possibly it may
Lave helped the Egyptian Government to make up their minds
to break off diplomatic relations with Italy, It was just as well
the Italians had not staged an air offensive on June nth against
the British aerodromes and military installations. As things stood,
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